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Try drought-tolerant plants and

| these irrigation tips on your lawn



s your lawn a slacker?

We mean that'in the nicest
" possibleway. It's not like ybur
A lawri sits-on thié-couch and
-plays video: games all day.

But don’t let it fool'you into
thinking it is working as hard now -
as it was this summer. Did you
know your lawn is only “working”
when the sun is
out?

In othet
waords,-as the
days got lon-
ger in early
summer, your

_'grass received
more sunlight,
and as a result-
spent a greater
portion of the
day “working,”
soakingup
sunshine and
growing. -

This means you not only need-
ed to mow more often at that time
of year, but you also needed to wa-
ter more.

On the flip side, we’re coming
into the time of year when the days
get shorter — so your grass is only
“on the job” when the sun is out. :

- Also, if your lawn has been liv-
ing theeasy life, being pampered .
with a 7 a.m. watering every morn-
ing, it’s definitely out of shape.

" Just as we need exercise to main-
tain strong muscles, our lawns -
need to be trained to look for water’
deeper in the soil so they will de-
velop a strong root system.

_ Now that the long summer days
have passed, this is the perfect time
tore-evaluate your irrigation needs
and landscape layout, and get your
landscaping in shape."

- Here at the Castaic Lake Wa- -
ter Agency, we advocate smart ir-
rigation and landscaping choices
not only to-promote attractive yards
and gardens, but-also as part of our
ongoing advocacy of the most effi-
cient use of our precious water re-
sources. '

For starters, this is a good time to

‘analyze just how much water your
lawn really needs.

What might have been the ‘ide-
al irrigation schedule two or three.
months ago might leavé your lawn
a squishy bog today — so it’s time
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to cut back, not only the duration of -

irrigation but also the frequency. In
fact, frequency is the more impor-
tant variable to adjust.
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SCV-friendly plants.

To save on water, consider planting any of these drought-resmtant
plants in your yard.

Top: Mexican Bush Sage
Left top: Daylily

Left bottom: Pala Verde
Right top: Chinese
Pistache

Right bottom: Wandflower

Photos courtesy Arizona Game and

Fish; City of Arlington, Texas; Georgla
Department of Agriculture; University of
Flprida} U.S. Department of Agriculture



As winter approaches and your
lawn goes into semi-hibernation,
youonly need a fracglon of the ir-.
tigation you needed in July. Your
grass may stay perfectly healthy
—and less like a squishy bog —
if you water only two, or no more
than three, times a week.

In the landscape managenrent
profession, there is something
known as the “crude rule.” That’s
not to say it will offend anyone, but
it’s a reflection of its simplicity.

It goes something like this: In
the summer, you’ll probably need
to'water your lawn no more than
three times per week — or every
other day at the most. In the spring
. and fall, you can cut back to twice -
i aweek, :

Once a week in the winter should
be more than enough. Believe it

or not, if we're having a “normal”

winter in terms of rainfall, you may-

not have to water at all. _
If your lawn spririgs back up af-
ter you step on it, you don’t need to
water. (And remember, it’s best to
water éarly in the morning to minj-
"mize water lost to evaporation.)
So it’s saf€ to say, even in the -
current drought, if your sprin-
kler timer is set to water every day
— or, worse, twice evéry day —
‘you're giving your turf a lot more
“water than it really.needs,
- [fthat’s the case, you'll definite-

Iy wantto cut your watering sched- -

ule, and your water.bill, by adjust-
ing the timer.

But be careful not to make your
lawn go “cold turkey.” If you've
been overwatering, your grass may
need to gradually adjust to more
appropriate watering levels. It’s
like training for the marathon. You
don't start out with a 26-mile run
— you build up to it.

As one landscaping profession-
al puts it, your turf will need to .
get used to the notion that “water
doesn’t naturally fall from the sky
first thing every morning.” -

So, pull back gradually until your
turf is conditioned to handle, the
‘change to more water-wise irriga-

ticg;. :

-OK, 5o we've taken care of the -

“watering schedule for your lawn,
* This time of year, we can scale
“back on irrigation-and, if we get

some rain this winter, we may even
be able to turn the sprinklers off -
completely for extended periods of
time. oo

What next? How about your ot-
namental landscaping choices? Not
only is this the right time of year to
evaluate irrigation schedules, byt

-it's also the ideal time to plantnew

water-wise landscaping,

There are numerous attractive, .
drought-tolerant plants that perform
well in the Santa Clarita Val ley’s
climate and will help you create a
more efficient irrigation schedule,

While your favorite nursery
may offer additional speéific ad- .
vice, here are a few suggestions for
plants that do especially well in‘the
SCV: ' -

B Daylily — The beautiful yel-
low flowers make them an attrag-’

tive addition to any yard or garden, -

with little “expense” when it comes
to water. In fact, people tend to ap-
ply a lot more water to Daylilies
than they really need. ;
N Dymondia —— This plantis :
useful as a low ground coverand
can even serve as a turf substi- 3
tute in areas where you don’t need
a “playable” surface. It will handle
some foot traffic — but isn’t rec-
ommended for use in areas where

children and pets will play.

N Red Fountain Grass — This

plant has 2-calming effect when its _
‘colored tips are swaying back and. = © .
forth in the breeze. You can find

‘fountain grass in different colors,

and it can add & pleasant, relax-
ing Southwestern feel to your land-
scape. , .

B Wandflower (or Gaura) —
The Wandflower not only sprouts
flowers that resemble butterflies,
but also attracts real butterflies
when the flowers bloom in June
and July, ' ’

- B Mexican Bush Sage — This
plant blooms throughout the
spring, and as a bonus for your
kids, hummingbirds love it. (We all
know what a hit hummingbirds are

“with children, right?) It will grow .
vigorously in the spring if you treat -

it like a rose bush by trimming it
back in January.
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N Society Garlic — This pe-

- rennial plant produces flowers that

look like little lavender or purple
six-point stars. Society Garlic per-

* forms best in full sun, so bear that
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in mind when choosing its location.

B Chinese Pistaché — This is
a hardy shade-tree that produces
spectacular red-and reddish-orange
color in the fall. It's pest-resistant '
and tolerates not only drought but
also different soil varieties.

B Palo Verde — This tree is na-
tive to the Southwest, and is ¢om-
fortable in a desert environment, Its
seedlings are sensitive.to drought iri
the first few months of their lives,
but become much hardier after that.

® Fruitless Olive — Fruit-bear-
ing olive trees can be messy, but
the Fruitless Olive solves that prob-
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